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Term Information Picture 

atmosphere 
The relatively thin layer of 
gases that form the Earth's 
outermost layer 

  

geosphere 
The densest parts of the 
Earth that include the 
crust, mantle and core 

  

hydrosphere 

The portion of the Earth that 
consists of water in any of its 
forms including oceans, 
glaciers, rivers, lakes, 
groundwater and water vapor 

  

biosphere 
The parts of the Earth that 
contain living organisms 

  

system 
A group of related things 
that work together as a 
whole  
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mountain 
A landform with high 
elevation and high relief 

  

coastline 
A line that forms the 
boundary between the 
land and an ocean or lake 

  

dune 
A hill of sand piled up by 
the wind 

  

river 

A natural stream of water 
that flows into another 
body of water such as an 
ocean, lake or another 
river   

delta 

A landform made of 
sediment that is deposited 
where a river flows into an 
ocean or lake 
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water cycle 

The continual movement of 
water among Earth's 
atmosphere, oceans and land 
surface through evaporation, 
condensation and 
precipitation   

evaporation 

The process by which 
molecules at the surface of 
a liquid absorb enough 
energy to change to gas 

  

transpiration 
The process by which 
water is lost through a 
plant's leaves 

  

condensation 
The change in state from 
gas to liquid 

  

precipitation 

Any form of water that 
falls from clouds and 
reaches the Earth's surface 
as rain, snow, sleet or hail 

  

watershed 
The land area that supplies 
water to a river system 
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aquifer 
An underground layer of 
rock or sediment that 
holds water 

  

well 
A hole sunk into the 
ground to reach a source 
of water 

  

process 

A natural phenomenon 
marked by gradual 
changes that lead toward a 
particular result   

air pressure 

The pressure caused by 
the weight of a column of 
air pushing down on an 
area 

  

altitude Elevation above sea level 

  

wind 

The horizontal movement 
of air from an area of high 
pressure to an area of 
lower pressure 
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stable 
Not changing or 
fluctuating 

  

dew point 
The temperature at which 
condensation begins 

  

humidity 
The amount of water 
vapor in a given volume of 
air 

  

relative 
humidity 

The percentage of water vapor 
in the air compared to the 
maximum amount of water 
vapor that air can contain at a 
particular temperature   

air mass 

A huge body of air that 
that has similar 
temperature, humidity and 
air pressure at any given 
height   

jet stream 
band of high-speed winds 
about 10 kilometers above 
the Earth's surface 
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front 
The boundary where 
unlike air masses meet but 
do not mix 

  

cyclone 
A swirling center of low 
pressure 

  

anticyclone 
A high pressure center of 
dry air 

  

prevailing To be frequent 

  

stationary Unmoving 

  

meteorologist 
A scientist who studies the 
causes of weather and 
tries to predict it 
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synthesize 

The composition or 
combination of parts or 
elements so as to form a 
whole   

drought 
A long period of low 
precipitation 

  

storm surge A "dome" of water that 
sweeps across the coast 
where a hurricane lands.   

storm  
A violent disturbance in 
the atmosphere 

  

thunderstorm 

A small storm often 
accompanied by heavy 
precipitation and frequent 
thunder and lightning 

  

hurricane 

A tropical storm that has 
winds of about 119 
kilometers an hour or 
more 
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tornado 

A rapidly whirling, funnel-
shaped cloud that reaches 
down to touch the Earth's 
surface 

  

flood 
An overflowing of water in 
a normally dry area 

  

approximate 
Close in value or amount 
but not precise 

  
 


